CHAP. XIV]            EAIIREYN AND KATAR

and hardships inseparable from weeks and months at sea in open
boats, give to the males the appearance of men totally knocked-
up.

Till within quite recently Bedaa' owned neither mosque nor
any other recognized place for public worship, and we must hope
that every one satisfied his devotional obligations in private. But
since the late Nejdean invasion, and the establishment of Ahmed-
es-Secleyree at Bereyrnah, a u revival" in favour of Islam has
taken place in some parts of Katar, and two mosques now adorn
the town of Bedaa'. One of these edifices is large, but plain
and unornamental, in the approved Wahhabee taste; it stands
to the north of the castle. The other, situated at the opposite
extremity of the village, is smaller, but much handsomer, with
an open arched portico in semi-Persian style. Mohammed-
ebn-Thanee, whether from political motives or from sincere
conviction, I know not, perhaps from a mixture of both, is very
devout, and often performs in person the duties of Imam in the
larger mosque, for want of a more appropriate peisonage in this
town, where few sacrifice to Minerva. The smaller " Mesjid "
is destined for the use of his eldest son and heir Kfisim, a more
dashing character than his father, but equally close-fisted. His
castle or residence, a white square building with little battle-
ments and pointed windows, almost like imitation Gothic, stands
near the southern extremity of Bedaa': beyond it low rocks shut
in the bay,

We were soon tired of drinking bad coffee, for the berry of
Yemen here gives place to the inferior produce of India, un-
palatable stuff to those accustomed to real Mokha; tired too
of hearing or spinning long yarns in Ebn-Thfinee's divan, and
of snuffing up the bad air of a dirty coast and muddy beach.
So we resolved to diversify our Katar existence by a fow trips
to the localities around. My first visit was to Dowhah, a village
to the north of Bedaa', and of about half its size ; it is situated,
as its name of " inlet " or " creek" imports, in a small deep bay,
where the cliffs behind, sixty or eighty feet high, give it a some-
what picturesque appearance. But the houses of Dowhah are
even lower and meaner than at Bedaa', and the market-place
is narrower and dirtier. Two castles overtop the place: one
stands on the neighbouring cliff, the other within the town itself;